THE APEX G REENHOUSE S M ANAG E M E NT TE AM
FOLCO FABER
Growing up in the greenhouse industry, Folco’s exposure to the industry began
from an early age. Upon completion of his BCom & Post-Graduate Diploma in
Management Accounting studies, Folco worked as a greenhouse glazier and
project manager for 2 years onsite before moving into the sales and management
activities of Faber Glasshouses for the past 5 years.
Folco’s role at Apex is the sales, management and development of the Australian
market.

JAMES HARRIS
After completing trade certificate in engineering and fabrication, James spent 10
years manufacturing for the NZ dairy and printing industries, before moving into
aluminium sales and extrusion development. He has been Operations Manager
for EJ Contractors for the past 5 years overseeing construction of greenhouses
in New Zealand and Australia.
James’ role at Apex includes overall development and coordination of sales,
manufacturing, and construction in NZ.

EDDIE BRAAKSMA
Eddie emigrated to New Zealand from the Netherlands 25 years ago and founded
EJ Contractors with Jon Faber. He eventually became sole director employing
large construction crews across NZ and Australia. Eddie has extensive knowledge
and experience in all types and sizes of greenhouses is able to offer customized
solutions and designs for any project.
Eddie’s role at Apex is managing construction and working with our development
designers on new innovations and layouts for our clients.

Welcome to the New
Name in Greenhouses.
Allow us to introduce ourselves...
We are Apex Greenhouses - a new organisation with a world of
experience. Apex Greenhouses is the result of a merger between
two family businesses, Faber Glasshouses & EJ Contractors.
Leo Faber began the manufacturing process of Greenhouses in a modest factory
in New Zealand more than 35 years ago. Since those humble beginnings, Faber
has grown into a successful multi-national company providing world-beating
structures for the Australian, New Zealand and into the Asian markets.
Faber Glasshouses has had a long standing partnership with EJ Contractors for
almost 25 years. EJ Contractors established their company 29 years ago with
Eddie Braaksma and John Faber (EJ) and specialise in the construction of new
and secondhand glasshouses, modifications and additions, building and project
management, shade screen installations, servicing, maintenance, and repairs.
The joining of our two companies means we can now extend services offered to
our clients. Our larger team of experts includes in-house CAD designers producing
innovative designs and methods in keeping with current trends, dedicated Project
Managers and Coordinators who know how the building process works and a
renewed focus on health & safety compliance. We will continue our focus on
providing full turn-key installations from initial planning to harvesting of the crop.
We are dedicated in providing our clients with complete greenhouse solutions.
Our construction teams are located in Melbourne, Queensland, South Australia
and throughout New Zealand which enables us to offer the experience and the
equipment to deliver outstanding results. We take great pride in our workmanship
and are committed to offering guarantees on any work we undertake.

Complete
Greenhouse
Projects.
Not only are we greenhouse builders,
but together with our partners we can
provide you with a turn-key solution.
From the initial planning phase with
council, to crop rotation and harvesting
we have the knowledge and capacity to
provide a full solution.
Because no two greenhouse projects are
the same, a one-size-fits-all philosophy simply
doesn’t work. A customised greenhouse
solution takes into account your goals and
desired outcomes before presenting you
with a suitable result.
WE CUSTOM BUILD your greenhouse to any
specification. Design is undertaken in-house with
all components being fully engineered to local
building standards.

Construction with Confidence
We have experience working in all conditions, from the snows
of the deep south in New Zealand, to the sands of West
Australia and the tropical rains of Queensland, we design our
greenhouses to meet local conditions and standards. With
over 35 years of glasshouse building experience you can be
sure that our structures will stand the test of time.
We conform to Australian and New Zealand safety standards
and take care of all the safety paperwork in house, to ensure
you can relax throughout the building process.
Project management is safely in our hands from planning and
consent stages through to final handover. You can rest easy
that Apex has control of your project.

Glass Greenhouses
We design and manufacture our own range of
Greenhouses from our factory in New Zealand.
Using our latest innovative designs with Aluminium Gutters and
PVC extrusions, we can build greenhouses to any specification.
Glass provides unique properties of light transmission to the
internal environment.
We have a variety of glass options available from Standard 89%
VLT through to the newest development in the world of horticultural glass – Haze Glass; this can transmit up to 94% of light
levels to give your crop that extra advantage.
We also work with other leading Dutch Companies who can
provide greenhouse roof systems with the following properties;
•
•
•
•

Cabrio (opening glass roof) Systems
Laminated Glass (6mm Systems)
Solar BIPV Roof Systems
Double Glazed Systems

Plastic Greenhouses
Plastic can be a viable option to consider if your budget
does not allow for glass. In fact, many of our customers who
now have a glasshouse began their businesses in a plastic
structure. From Tunnel houses to large twin vent structures
with cabrio roof capabilities, we offer a wide range of plastic
covering options to choose from. We also provide the
option of steel or aluminium gutters for the roof structure.

Retractable Roof Systems
Retractable roof systems can offer several
benefits over traditional greenhouse systems.
Boasting a lower cost and fast installation
time, these systems are also durable and
pleasing to the eye.
This system allows the benefit of a system closed off
from outside conditions when required, to being
able to completely open the roof for direct sunlight.
The retractable roof systems are offered in an unlimited
range of materials (including fireproof options).

Retractable roofing system,
open vs. closed.

Shade & Energy Screens
Shade screens are an effective way to protect
your crop from the harsh rays of the sun, while
still maintaining ventilation.
We provide a wide range of shade and energy screen
materials – supplied and installed to your requirements.
Shade screens protect your plants from harsh light levels
and high temperatures on hot days. With an open structure
they also allow ventilation to keep flowing through the vents
and down to the crop. The new Revolux range from Svensson
offers and increasing safe-guarding with the introduction of
flame retardant materials.
Energy screens typically provide a 50% energy saving in a
closed position and are a good option for those conscious
of their energy costs. They also provide shading to the crop
while ventilation is reduced (many growers use a “gap” in
their screen to keep airflow to the crop). For the best effect it
is possible to utilise a double screen system whereby both a
shade and energy screen are used. Also available are combo
screens, blackout screens as well as ground covers.

Packing Sheds
With any new greenhouse it is important that adequate
thought has been given to the services area. Office space,
irrigation and boiler equipment, packing equipment and
staff amenties are all important considerations (and too
often forgotten when focussed on the glasshouse!).
We can provide advice on an adequate facility to suit
your requirements.
We provide packing sheds using the same substructure
as our glasshouses. The sheds utilise 40mm and 60mm
insulated panels (other options available on request) and
can also be clad in coloursteel or white glass to keep
costs economical.

Sustainability
& Innovation
THE NEXT LEVEL in greenhouse
development is the drive towards
more efficient use of resources promoting more sustainable use of
water, electricity, and a decreased
glasshouse footprint.
APEX, in association with our partners at
Royal Brinkman, have developed our own
semi-closed greenhouse system aptly named
the ‘Biofactory Hybrid X’. Biofactory™ is
our own term used to describe a new age of
advanced greenhouses.
No longer are greenhouses used solely for the
traditional growth of vegetables and flowers,
with new developments now incorporating
aquaculture, herbs, cherries and other
mixed-use crops. Greenhouses are becoming
increasingly technical; with major advances
over the past decade promoting what could
be considered a biological factory more than
just the humble greenhouse.

The semi-closed system increases CO² levels and stabilises temperatures

The ‘X’ in BioFactory Hybrid: X refers to air
eXchange, air miXing and air moVement
inside the semi-closed system. With too many
air exchanges, dosed CO² is wasted, but with
too few air becomes stagnant, resulting in undesirably increased moisture to plants.
Herein lies the secret to the APEX semi-closed
system. The semi-closed nature of the house air
exchanges & flows carefully manage both the
inside temperature and CO² levels. This benefits
the plant temperature, VPD and CO² uptake.

Our partners at Royal Brinkman have researched the optimal level of air exchanges
and the level of mixing to go into the greenhouse; this is the key advantage of the APEX
system. And because we recognise that every
climate is different, airflows are modified to
match your climate - installation is uniquely
suited to your crop and area.

Additional Services
In conjunction with our trade partners, here at Apex Greenhouses
we offer comprehensive greenhouse packages to suit every budget.
•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

HEATING SOLUTIONS – With our partners, we provide a full heating solution for
your greenhouse crop. We can also supply CO2 dosing systems to improve the
overall yield of your crop. Heat storage tanks can also be utilised to prevent heat
wastage and improve overall energy efficiency.
HANGING GUTTER SYSTEMS – Our hanging gutter system keeps plants off the
ground, sitting in gutters that are suspended from the structure itself. Benefits
include having the plants at a safe working height and run-off from the plants can
be treated and re-used.
FAN & PAD COOLING SYSTEMS – As an agent for Munters we supply and install
a range of fans and wet wall systems.
TROLLEYS – We supply a full range of pipe-rail trolleys and quad scissor trolleys
for picking, pruning, maintenance and general crop work.
SPRAY MACHINES – Spray trolleys can be supplied with many different options.
Spray trolleys can be run on existing heating pipe rails, save labour costs and
ensure even distribution of pesticides with minimal wastage.
MISTING SYSTEMS – We supply and install high-pressure fogging systems.
Fogging can be used in times of high temperatures to help aid in plant-cooling.
Fog lines and components are stainless steel to ensure a longer-lasting product.
IRRIGATION AND FERTIGATION – Water, and particularly good quality water, is
scarce. For this reason water must be handled with care. We consider every last
drop, with drip systems on substrate, mobile benches and pot plants.
IRRIGATION RIGS – Water storage, discharge and treatment, and drain water
collection are increasingly important. Working with our partner, Royal Brinkman,
we can provide irrigation solutions to suit the needs of your crop. Pumpsets and
irrigation rigs are engineered to easily provide the desired required capacity.
BENCHING – A full range of rolling and fixed benches are available. We can
create a fully automated logistic system and supply an ebb-and-flood or mesh
bottom. New or second hand materials are an option. Rolling benches are an
excellent option to maximise space and increase production/returns per m2.
ASSIMILATION LIGHTING
INTERNAL TRANSPORT LOGISTICS
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION – We supply and install Priva growing computers.
Priva are the world leaders in greenhouse computer equipment and provide
hardware and software to control and manage climate, crop, and even labour.
SECONDHAND GLASSHOUSES
VENTILATION SERVICING AND REPAIRS
REMOVAL AND RELOCATIONS
CLEANING AND SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE

In addition to the above we provide assistance with your council consent processes
and a full range of service and repair options for Glass and plastic houses as well as
storm damage and insurance work. Get in touch for more information.

APEX GREENHOUSES are committed to providing complete greenhouse solutions.
We can supply you with screens, computer systems, heating, hanging gutters, trolleys;
we pride ourselves on fully catering to our clients requirements.

At Apex Greenhouses, we provide a full solution to our customers through one point of
contact. We look forward to hearing from you.
AUSTRALIA
sales@apexgreenhouses.com.au
Ph: 1800 132 237
65 Gawler Road, Virginia 5120, South Australia
NEW ZEALAND
sales@apexgreenhouses.co.nz
Ph: +64 9 235 8618
6 Hosking Place, Waiuku 2123, Auckland

VISIT apexgreenhouses.com.au FOR MORE

SEE YOU S O ON

APEXGREENHOUSES.COM.AU

